Factors influencing low-molecular-weight solute clearance during hemodialysis.
The relationship between delivered urea Kt/V and survival has raised concerns in recent outcome trials in chronic dialysis patients. Nevertheless, measurement of delivered small solute clearance remains the most common approach to quantify therapy. The purpose of this review is to provide an overview of the numerous factors influencing small solute clearance during hemodialysis. Although the focus of the review is on the manner in which dialyzer characteristics influence small solute clearances, factors related to other aspects of the extracorporeal circuit and to the patient will also be discussed.